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Abstract

Blogs and the Future of Learning

With the advent of blogs and other social software tools, autodidacts do now have a direct and open access to their community of practice. For most people working in the internet and technology business, the immense benefits of blogs are obvious: no learning institution, no book can offer a similar “live feeling” of what’s going on. And if you want to know what and who is important, what one has to delve into, how to find and how to filter information, blogs have proven the ideal tool. 

Also Bloggers have already adopted, what John Seely Brown calls “Bricolage”:

At some point it might be worth noting that the shift from linear logic to bricolage is actually a very subversive move away from the Cartesian Frame to much more of a situated, action frame. It also paves the way for considering the 'Remix Culture' as being a new form of social learning, social capital formation and becoming a more central member of a community of practice/interest. (1)
This seems a good description of blogging, as quoting and linking are two basic blogging activities. For the blog reader this practice has not only the advantage of gaining new knowledge, but also to see the context - where it is coming from. And here we join George Siemens Connectivism:

The pipe is more important than the content within the pipe. Our ability to learn what we need for tomorrow is more important than what we know today. A real challenge for any learning theory is to actuate known knowledge at the point of application. When knowledge, however, is needed, but not known, the ability to plug into sources to meet the requirements becomes a vital skill. As knowledge continues to grow and evolve, access to what is needed is more important than what the learner currently possesses. (2)

As George Siemens shows, blogs are not only important for what they offer today, but also for the access to what is needed in the future. As one gets to know more bloggers their interests and skills and the clusters they form, one can tap into this network anytime. 

Mobile Blogs and Learning

So far we have only spoken about the traditional weblog, but when the blog gets mobile, more opportunities to learn, to share and to connect are offered. Mick Masnik noted: 

Increasingly, it appears that young people who grew up within the always-on technology world have no problem being connected all the time, any place, and won’t think twice about turning “down time” into “productive time”. Of course, they’re also just as used to having their personal life encroach on their work/school life – so employers need to be prepared for this increased blurring of the boundaries. (3)

Let us now define what we mean by mobile blog:

Moblogging and Mobile Blogs

Recently one can hear a lot about “moblogs” or “mobile blogs”. Almost always people mean that one can send photos via email to their blog on the internet. Only a few companies also offer a mobile version of their blog. It would therefore be good to make a clear distinction between blogs which offer moblogging - sending text, photos, videos or audio via email (and MMS) to a blog on the internet - and mobile weblogs - blogs which offer a mobile version readable via a mobile device. 

A second problem arises with the definition of the mobile version. As many blog companies offer blogs in valid xhtml, the temptation is big to declare that their blogs also offer a mobile version viewable on a mobile device. The problem is that the xhtml web version on a mobile device is never satisfying and that the download of pictures optimised for the web, is a money burner on a mobile device.

We consider that the mobile version of a blog must be conceived for the mobile device and we will show what we mean by discussing the mobile version of the Kaywa blog.

Last but not least we will show in what kind of learning scenarios weblogs make sense.
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